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UM CONVENES CONFERENCE ON REDUCING SEXUAL ASSAULT
MISSOULA
Developing programs to reduce the risk of sexual assault is the theme of a conference
scheduled for Friday and Saturday, Oct. 27 and 28, at The University of Montana - Missoula.
"Sexual Assault: Developing Prevention Programs That Work" will offer more than 20
workshops designed for students, faculty and staff members, and community professionals.
"Students, professionals and the community need to talk together about practical ways to
prevent sexual assault," said Dr. Nancy Fitch, director of UM ’s Student Health Service. "The
conference is designed to provide concrete, down-to-earth suggestions for making our society a
place safer from sexual assault. It’s not just about theory; it’s about real life."
Keynote speakers will be Alan Berkowitz, a nationally recognized expert in rape
prevention, and Gail Abarbanel, founder and director of the Rape Treatment Center at Santa
Monica Medical Center. Rus Funk, a counselor and community organizer for the Baltimore Sexual
Abuse Treatment Center, will be a special guest.
Workshop titles include "Sex, Lies and Stereotypes," "Violence and Relationships" and
"Rape Prevention Through Theater." Other conference events include student theater, dance and
multimedia productions on subjects related to sexual assault awareness.
Conference events will convene at UM ’s University Center, third floor. Participants may
register on site starting at 7:30 a.m. each day but are encouraged to preregister through U M ’s
-more-
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Center for Continuing Education by calling (406) 243-2164 or (406) 243-2048.
Registration costs $125 for the general public, $55 for students. Academic and continuing
education credits are available.
The conference is sponsored by Soroptimist International Clubs of Montana and by UM ’s
Women’s Studies Program, Department of Social Work, Student Health Services and University
Center.
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